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| Beloved, let us 5 love one another. 2 1 


IEEE We ſhould love one another. 


AJHEREi is nothing | more agree- 5 

{| able to our Nature, or more ſui- 
table to that Statioa in which 
it has pleaſed the Divine Pro- 
vidence to place us, than that 


T0 communicate and correſpond. with each o- 
ther in reciprocal Acts of Friendſhip and Kiad | 
nels, to with Woll, to do all the £960 Uflices | 


"XI 8 We 


compaſſionate Reſentment of the Miſeries of 


Othets, t rejoice with them that rejoice, and tio 
mourn with them that mourn, are Principles o- 
| riginally impreſſed upon our Souls, and interwo: 
ven with our very Compoſition, We are all fo 
nearly allied, and by fo ſtrict a Bond engaged 
to each other, that if We have any Love for 
our ſelves, we muſt love others, and not to 
do ſo, is, according to the elegant Expreſſion 
ol the Prophet, J. 58. 7. to hide our ſelves from 


from Men of all other Profeſſions and Re- 
ligions. By this | ſhall, all Men know that ye 
are my Diſciples if ye haue love one to another, 
35. And indeed there is not one Duty with- 
in the compaſs of the whole Chriſtian Law 
more frequently inculcated, more powerfully 
_ urged, or more tente commended 


Nor is the Love of each other only the pri- EEE 
mitive Dictate of natural, but it is alſo the 
plwKhain Injunction of inſtituted Religion. By this 
we are commanded to love our Neighlour as 
or ſelves, Lev. 19. 18, ad as we would thit 
Men ſhould do to us, to do to them likewiſe, 
Mat. 7. 12. Our bleſſed Saviour has enforced 
this Duty with higher Sanctions, and upon 
ſtronger Terms; for which reaſon he ſtiles it 
a new Commandment. eA new Commandment, 
ſays he, give I unte gon, that Wlan ie ano. 
ther, Joh. 13. 34. And he has made it the 
| Badge and Characteriſticx whereby ſincere 
Chriſtians ſhould be known and diſtinguiſhed 


50 
by the Apoſtles in their Writings, than this. 
| Tf there be any C * in Chriſt, ſays St. Paul 
do the Philippians, 2. 1, 2. If any Com fort of 
Love, if any Fellowſhip il , the Spirit, if any 
F 


Bowwels and Mercies, fulſi 


„ iſt, Offer 9 0 Matiods to the Praftice of 5 
fs this Duty of Chriſtian Love. 


= adly, 1 ſhall take notice of wanne ane of 
the Breach of it, and then conclude all with 
«i ſuitable. Application. 5 RIPE. 


e my Foy, that ye 
be like-minded, having the ſame Love, being of 


done Accord; of one Mind. And again, in his 
| Epiſtle tO 'the Epheſians, 4. 31 . Let all 
Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and eAnger, and Clamour, 
5 and Evil ſpeaking, be put away from you with 
all Malice. eAnd be ye kind one to another, 
| tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
: God for ChriſPs ſake hath forgrven you, 
Baut no one of the inſpired Writers has 1 
1 copiouſly handled the Subject, and fo frequent= 
ly recommended the Practice of Chriſtian - eg 93 
as St. John the eminently beloved Diſciple ; as 
it our Lord's ſingular Endearments to him 4] = 
Ailated his Breaſt with larger Notions of bro- _ 
therly Love, and he had fetcht thoſe perſua- OY 
five Strains wherewith he deſcribes it, and 


Which occur every where throughout this Epi- 5 
ſtile, from his Maſter $ Boſome. 1 


55 Th diſcourtin upon the Words before us, 7 = 
| ſhall 


1 By LL 850 
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0 6 95 
The iſt Motive to this Duty of loving one 
1 ine [ offer, is The Exareple. of "WY ET ; 
God is ; loving to every Man; it Was the, „ „ 
; reſult of. his free and unconſtrained AA 1 
that he created us out of nothing, and brea- „„ 
thed into us the Breath of Life; that he MY 
impreſſed upon us his own Image; that wa To ens 5 

haas given us the free uſe of Realon and Un- 

0 4 whereby we are enabled to come 
90 knowledge of; and&*to:ehule Goc and |. 
do refuſe Evil ; that he is ſtill our merciful;. TT „ 

Preſer ver. watching over us for. our good, pro | 
_ refting us from Dangers, and carrying us thro? © 

all. Temptations. He diſplays the Wonders of.” 

8 his Love, when he makes his Sus to riſe on; 5 
= the Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth o 
DVF Fal. aud on the Unjuſt, S230 — +. 
be gives us from Heaven Franful Seaſons, —_— 
ling. our Hearts with Food: and Gladneſs,' Acts 
14. 17. He gives not, as Men often do, ho. 
ping to receive again; e is ſecured Gon Ex 
that by the Perfection of his infinite Being, 3 
e Fulneſs or his Power, and the Extent - | - 
bf his Dominion. A the Beaſts of the. —_— "Bp 
8 py 1 are je Cattle apon a tbe _  - -Þ 
5 ſand Hills; the World is his, aud all —_— 
rbar are therein. He ger ite al Men l. 
berally and uphraideth not, James 1. 5. Not 

like the Men of the World, whoſe Libera- VV 

lity is too often confined to {ome r 

jets, and who are apt to reproach thoſe 

FRO have partaken of it. So far is our ob. 


ST N liging 


— 


— —— — 
3 


liging Benefactor from doing that, that he 
is pleaſed and delighted with our acceptance 
of bis Favours; He encourages us to make 
our ſelves capable of them; He ſtretehes out 


his Hands all the Day long to a gain. ſaying 


 Peofle, profeſſing in the moſt affetionate 
manner, that he would not the Death of hin 
that ayes, and asking with Aſtoniſhment, Why 
Will ye che in ſpight of Life? Why will ye 
60.00 ne _aArms of ery 77 Too 
Such then being the Love of God to Man, 
we have hereby a ſtrong and engaging Mo- 
tive to copy after that amiable Pattern, to 
endeavour as much as in us lies, to be mer- 
Ciful, as he is merciful, and to be perfect as 
Ta” 2 Father alſo which is in Heaven is fer- 
TE re rr Ty 8 


A Second Motive to our loving one ano 
fkttzer is the Love of Chriſt. When we and all 
| Mankind were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
and Rebels againſt the Divine Majeſty, it 
pleaſed the Almighty Father to give his only _ 
bdegotten Son in the likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, 
to relieve our Miſery, to atone for our Sins, 
to reconcile us to himſelf, and to be the Way 
to everlaſting Life. It was through the tender 
Mercy of our God, whereby the Day-ſpring from 
on high viſited us, to give Light to them that fit 


In Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death, and 
to guide our Feet into the Way of Peace, Luke 
1. 78, 79. The Divine Purpoſe and Grace, as 
I'S, | | 


Us 


5 


us in Chrift Jeſus before the World began, was 
in the fulneſs of Time made manifest by the 
appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriff, who 
bath aboliſht Death, and brought Life and Im- 
mortality to light through the Goſpel. That 
Word, which firſt gave Being to the World, 
comes down into it, and do's not only com 
mand that there be Light, but is Light it ſelf, 


for our Saviour has told us of himſelf; Iam 


the Light of the World; he that follows me | 

PbPphall not walk in Darkneſs, but have the Light 

of Life, The Law indeed was, as the Pals 
miſt ſpeaks, 119. 105. a Lamp to the Feet, 
_ glimmering Taper on the Hill of Sion, to guide 


to the Temple at Jeruſalem; it gave to the 


D 


Few: leſs perfect Rules of Life. But the dts 
viner Law our. Saviour promulged, is a Me- 
_ ridian Sun; has Heat and Influence as well as. 
Splendor ; deſcending from above, it directss 
us thither, even to the New Jeruſalem, which _ 
is above, and the Mother of us all. Hence we 
receive a full and perfect Syſtem of the Will 


of God, Rules ſo agreeable to our Nature, ſo 


full of Evidence to recommend them to the 
Underſtanding, fo full of Goodneſs to endear 
them to the Will, that being fauly repreſen- 


ted, and duly conſider'd, they cannot be re- 


45 


fluſed or diſeſteemed. Here we have Precepts 
ſtrongly enforced by their own native Puri- 
ty and Beauty, and powerfully urged by ad- 
ditional Promiſes and Threats. Nay further; 
We have Chriſt himſelf at once the Founder 


(9) 


- fits Laws, = the Example of Obe 
dience to them, recommending them to: 


our Practice by his own, and laying upon us 
all the Ob icons that Intereſt, and Duty, 


and Gratitude can heap together, to excits 
and encourage us to do the Wall of Him that. 5 
2 ER: 


Whilſt our Saviour abode: upon Earth, he con- . 


: tinually went about doing good ; it Was his Bu- 


nneſs, it was his Delight to do good to Mankinddʒ 
the Miracles he Wrought, as well as the Precepts, Fo 
hu enjoined, were Charity; he ſhewed the greats. 
neſs of his Love, by doing Works ſuch as 
never Man did, as well as by ſpeaking Words 
ſuch as never Man ſpake; he gave Eyes to 
tue Blind, Feet to the Lame, Ears to the Deaf, 
Health to the Sick, Life to 'the Dead, and . a 
| ſound Mind to thoſe. that were, poſſeſſed with 
Devils. But how aſtoniſhing was that Mi- 
racle of his Love, when he made his Soul an 
Offering for Sin, when he ſubmitted to the 
ignominious Death of the Croſs for us mi- 
ſerable Sinners, that he might raiſe us to - —_ 
E and exalt us to his heavenly Kingdom! . 
ene Obſervation of the wife Man, Cant. 5. 
6. that Love is as ftrong as Death. But tlie 
Love of Chriſt was ſtronger than Death. It 
not only chearfully put on, but alſo effectu⸗ 3 
ally broke in Pieces the Bonds of that King 
of Terrors, gain'd a perfect Couqueſt over 
and deſtroy* even Death 1 it itt, and led Cape 
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| Hereby ROY perceive we the Love of Chriſt, 


in that he vouchſafed to repair the Ruins of 
fall'n degenerate Man; to make a more full 
and perfect Revelation 'of the Divine Will to 
Mankind; to leave us an Example, that we 
might follow bis Steps; to become our __y 5 
and to dye for us; and to open the Kingd 
of Heaven to all Believers. For God w 5 is = 
moſt Wiſe, and Juſt, and Pure, thus to love 
Mean, corrupt, impotent, deſpicable Man; for 
1 Son of God to leave the Boſom of his Fa- 
ker, kh Glory he had with him before the + 
World was, to come down upon this Earth; 5 
to ennoble our Nature by appearing to us in LS 
our own Fleſh, that he might waſh our 
Sins in his own Bloud, and make us happy 
to Eternity, how vaſt was the Condeſcenſion, 
how wonderful the Diſpenſation, how adora- 
ble the Riches of the Divine Grace! Lord, 
what was Man, that thou hadſt ſuch reſpect 
unto him, or the Son of Man, that thou 
5 didſt ſo regard him? 5 


It is doubtleſs the Excellency. of Religion = 


- to transform its Profeſſors into the Similitude 
of him, who was the Founder of it; we 
cannot therefore be faithful Chriſtians, unleſs _ 
we endeavour to be like him by whoſe Name 
we are called, and who alone is the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith. This is the Ground 


of the Apoſtle's Exhortation to the Ephejrarr, 


5. 2. Walk in Love, as Chrif alſo hath lo- 
| ved Ll and HIER dane fer us. 


Did Shan our bleſſed Lord love us, and 


ſhall not we walk in Love towards the Bre- 
thren, who are under the Government of 

the ſame Lord with our ſelves ? Did he, 
during his abode upon Earth, give the no- 
bleſt Proof of the moſt exalted Charity to 


Mankind, and ſhall not we endeavour, as far 


as we Ae able, to follow his illuſtrious Ex- 
ample? Did he who came not to be mini- 
ſtred antd,. but to miniſter, relieve. the cor- 
pPoral and ſpiritual. Wants of Men, and ſhall 
not the. ſame. Mind be in us. which T5 
Crit Jeſus? Shall we ſhut up our Bow- _ 
els of Compaſſion from our diſtreſſed Bro 
ther; ſhall we turn away our Faces from 
dne Poor, and vex him in his Neceſſity * 
Shall we not rather be ready to give, and 
glad to diſtrilute? Shall we not ſtrive to 
aſſume a Likeneſs to the compaſſionate Je- 
_ tus, by being as chavitable as we can to the 
Hs Souls of Men ? Shall not our Eyes guſh out _ 
| with Water, becauſe Men keep not bis Law, 
as he wept over Feruſalem, becauſe iſbe knew. 55 
not the Ihingo that belongeu to ber Peace ? Shall 
wee not inſtruct the Ignorant in the knowledge 
ok his Duty, wary the Unruly, reprove the 


Plrerofane, ſupport Me. Meals n amor che 195 
£ beeble· minded ? | 1 5 . 
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frame: us? Mat. 5. 44. 


5 A 3d ee to the love of one another i 
=. this, That our love of God, and Our el 
— eſt 


. Again: Are we the Setwunes of that Jeſus, | 
5 wits heaPd the Wound of that very Man who 
came out with the Multitude to apprehend 
him as a Malefactor? Are we the Diſciples 
of him, who when the Jews had apprehend- 
ed him, might have ſpoken but a Word and 
the Earth Would have opened her Mouth and 
ſwallowed them up; Who might have pray: 
ed to his Father, and he would have ſent 
twelve Legions of Angels to confound his 
Adverſaries; who even in the height of his 
ZBaufferings, when they were moſt barbarouſly _ 
cruel in putting him to Death, was then moſt 
V graciouſly merciful to them; as it were ſtretch- 
ning out his Hands on the Croſs to embrace 
them; pray ing for his Murderers in that moſt © | 
affectionate Addreſs, Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what. they do : And ſhall we 
entertain and cheriſh in our Hearts: implac . 
ble Thoughts of thoſe that have done us any 
Wrong? Shall we give the Reins to our 
wild unruly Paſſions, and execute Wrath up- 
on the Injurious? Shall we not rather, ac _ 
cording to the Pattern and Command of our 
Saviour, Love our Enemies, bleſs them that 
"curſe us, ds good to them that hate us, and 
Pra) for them that deſpitefully aſe's us, and 118 5 


F 


. 


3 


eſt Pr 3 to pure ind ? ith Religion, | 


are imperfe& without it. It is written, Thou 
halt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 


and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, ; 
and with all thy Strength. But then it is ad. 
died, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
So 'that our Love to God is but a partial 
Service, if it be not attended with a hearty ; 
and affectionate Love of our Neighbour. - In- 
deed both theſe Duties are ſo perfectly con- 

ER ſiſtent , „there is ſo cloſe, ſo neceſſary a Con- 
nexion betwixt them, that the one cannot — 
be ſeparated from the other without a ma- e 

nifeſt Violence to both. _ 5 
This is the Ground of the Aponieb Ob- Eo, - 
985 ſervacion, 1 Joh. 3. 17. Whoſo hath this Weds 
Good, and ſeeth his Brother have Need, and 
ſhutteth up his Bowels of Compaſſion f from him, 
how dwelleth the Love of God in bim? It - . 
has an equal Force with reſpect to other "=. 
ſes of Charity, as well as chat of diſpenſing : 
our temporal Goods to the Poor. If there- 
fore, as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks, a Man 1 
I love God, and hateth his . „% 
ni far he that loveth not his Brother, whom 
be hath ſeen, how can he love God, whom he 
bath not ſeen? Aud this Commandment have 
dee from him, that he who loveth God, love 
bis Brother * * Grd of POE 


oh 


( 14 ) 


This may be further illuſtrated from di- F 
vers Paſſages in Scripture, wherein the Good 
and Bad are diſtinguiſhed from each other POP + 
| various Reſemblances. df 3 


fy By the Fleſh and 8 Spirit; the one do. 
the Works of this, and the other of 


that» Now moſt certain it is, that they- 
who love not their Neighbour, do not the 
Works of the Spirit, but of the Fleſh; for. 


they are carnal. It is the expreſs Saying of. 


St. Paul to the Corinthians, 1. 33 J. Te are 


* carnal, for whereas there is amongſt YOu.- 
Etting an Strife, and Diviſion, are ye not 
carnal } And: where is this Spirit of Envy= :- 


ing, and Strife, and Diviſion, but ee there. 


— no love of our hes. 8. 


ay, The Good and Bad are „ diflinguiſhed" 


1 by Light and Darkneſs; the one Walking 


as in the Day, ſetting his Steps aright, the 
1 wandring as in the Night, not ſeeing- 
whither he goes. This is St. Jobz's Compa- 


riſon, 1, 2. 10, 11. He that loveth his Bro- 
ther, abideth in the Light, and there is no 


occaſion of ſtumbling in him. But he that ha- 
_ teth his Brother, is in Darkneſs, and knoweth 
wot whither he goeth, becauſe * Darkneſs. 
| bath. Plinded his 9 Es 


a - 


31). The 


( 


by Knowledge and Ignorance. Every one that 9 
 Joveth, ſays St. John, is born of God, and! ö 
 knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth 


ut God, for God is Love. 


From whence we may collect, that they, _ 
Who are in Hatred and Malice, are Carnal, 
and Blind, and Ignorant, and therefore appear 
| to have little of the Love of God in their 
A. 


And what will all the Perfections of Elo- 
gquence, and Learning, and Knowledge, or the _ 
Sit of Propheſying, or Faith, or miniſtring 
| to the Neceffities of the Needy, or even Mar- 
pyrdom it ſelf avail us, if we exerciſe not 
Love towards one another, without Which, 
Whoſoever lives is counted dead before God? 
Inis is clearly propoſed by St. Paul, x Cor. 
28 13. 1. The“ I ſpeak with the Tongue of Men and LN 9 
, Angels, and have not Charity, I am be _ 
Come as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal ; 
_” though I bave the Gift of P rophecy, and OS 
Anderſtand all Myſteries, and all Knowledge, 
aud though I have all Faith, ſo that I could 
remove Mountains, and have not Charity), I an - i 
nothing; and though I beſtow all my Goods _ 
to the Poor, and the I give my Body tobe 
"burned, and have not Charity, it proſiteth me 
AS EEE... EE 


3 


* 


(169) 


Now the Charity. Thich [YR A Sole” ” OY 15 
ſpeaks of, cannot be meant of our Alms to 


— the Poor, for, ſays he, though I beſtow all 


my Gyods to the Poor, and have not Charity, DEE 
| it profiterh me nothing : ; and therefore what we g 
this Charity but a Love of one another; a 


diveſting of our Hearts of all Hatred and Ma- | Ln 


lice, and Envy, and cloathing them with Pas 
| tience, and Meekneſs, and Long-ſuffering, en- 
deavouring to keep the "ITY Ju ad e in. 


Fre" Bond of Peace 15 


＋ theſe des of. vile one 5 andeler, . 


55 1 1 might. add the natural tendency of this Du-. 
ty to promote the Peace and Happineſs of- 


Civil Society, whilſt its Oppolites too viſibly 


exaſperate Men againſt each other, lay the- 


Foundations of inteſtine Diſcords, of Diviſions. 
and Sub-Diviſions, and inter ruft the Harmo- x 
* of public Communities. 5 5 


” might further obſer ve then; ſolid Sativlac= 


tion and Complacency of Mind that ariſes. | . 


from the exerciſe of this Duty. How pure 


and refined was the Joy of Jo obs Heart, a* 
midſt the heavy Preſſures of his adverſe State, 


when he reviewed the many good Things: 


he had done to the Needy and. Diſtreſſed. : 


in the Days of his Proſperity * When the 


Ear heard me, ſays he, "then it Bleſed ne, 


| 62d 22 — He law was] it gave witneſs 
e — — . 


* 
to me; becanſe I delivered the Poor that 
ried, aud the Fatherleſs, and him that had 
ine to help hin. The Bleſſing of him 


that was ready to periſh, came upon me, 


Feet was I to the Lame ; I was d Fat her 
te the Poor, Job 29. Such Reflexions as 
theſe could not but leſſen the Sorrows. 


ol his Heart, and ſweeten even the bitter 


Cup of Alion. 


1 might further add, as another cogent 

Motive to this Duty, that God has an. 
next an exceeding great Recompence of ß 
Reward to the Performance of it; that 

the various Expreſſions of our Love to our 

Brethren, will at the great Day of Judg- 

ment be openly proclaimed before Men and 
Angels, as ſo many Acts of Charity done 


to Chriſt himſelf ; For he has told us, 


That the Ring will ſay to them on his 


right. band, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 


cloathed me: I was ſick and ye viſited me: 
I was in priſon and. ye came unto me, Mat. 


= 


3 1 


Ainberit the Kingdom prepared for you from EL 
the Foundation f the World, for I was 
thirſty and je gave me drink; I was Ee 

 *ſtrarger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye 


N even as this Pelican.” 


— —— ——u—— 


cm). - 


phe wha offeralt* ee Plottres to 


the Practice of this P of a © one E 
another, } proceed, 4 


W 7 2 7 
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38 To Ss notice of fome nta 


of the Breach. of it. : 


The Alt Inftaneb 1 mall mln | 4h = 


| judging of others, with regard to their ſpi= 5 
ritual Eſtate, and the Favour of God. 
Stand by thy ſelf, come not near me, for I' 
am holier than thou, was the proud Gen 
ſorious Boaſt of the Tews, which we find: 
condemned, and God's Judgm : 
I againſt them thereupon, by the Pro- 
plbet {ſazab, 65. 5, Apreedble 'to avhich- 
Was tha o the Phariſee in the Goſpel 5 
God, I tba thee, that I am not as ther. Et. 
Den are, Extortioners, O94 Adlers, 


ents threat 


Late 
2 A 


Full of chi ph Watte Profeinption; Wu 


Men G bent Led Parity ky and! Strictnes of 


Liſe, hate b Yely „ in affigning 


Marks aid Tokens vf Fe tion tô t 4 4 
2 ſelves, and Reprobation to others, a 
priating Heaven to their pwn Sectz nn Fo 
thruſting: out exety body elſe. AS 55 the 
Merits of Chriſt's Death Were not to ex- 


tend to the whole Race of Men; orras 
if the Stream which flowed out of his ſa- 


hab? 


tw). 


| ered Side, when he hung upon the Croſs, 
were. a Spring, aſſigned for the peculiar = 
ſes of ſome few Foſſeſſors, and not that as 
a living Fountain it ſhould freely, run, 
that according to the Expreſſion of the 
Prophet 1/a. 55. Every 1 — that thirſteth _ 
may come to the Waters, and he that bath 
uo Money may buy without Money and with. 
out Price. But is not this an unchriſtian 
Spirit, oppoſite to that Charity, which 
hopes all things; oppoſite to the Mercy 
of that God, who would have all Men to 
be ſaved, "and. of that. ROO « Redeemer, £ 
2D who I i the Saviour of. all 5 7 


And are not they * of: 25 Viola- 


tion of the fame. mutual Love and Cha- 
rity, who deny any covenanted Mercy or 
Favour of God through Chriſt, to them 
who are not of their particular Commu- 
nion? This is the avowed Principle of 
ſome amongſt Us, who have. of late o- 
 penly repreſented. the eſtabliſh'd, Church 
as Schiſmatical, and diſtinguiſn'd them- 
ſelves by the Name of. +: "1 Non-juring. 
Church. According to their Declaration, 
the Members of our Church. can lay no 
Claim ta God's Promi ſes, no not of bis NY 
fiſting Grace, nor of, remiſſion. ＋ Sine thro! 


the Merits ' of Ch: 715 Blood. 
E ** | e 


He ſhall have 
bath Hewed 20 Merch. 


6 


Surely ie i is not colififient with the Spi. 4 
it of the Golpel, for Men to exclude thoſe” 
from their Charity, whom Chriſt has 
not excluded from his Mercy. To make 
the ſtrait Gate, and the narrow Way to 
Heaven yet more encloſed, more hardly 
paſſable, than the Author of our Salvation 
bas made it, is to uſurp the Authority” 
e and to 2 themſelves in his 
ay God's ſtead. . Logs 


5 There is one y important Conſide- 
. ration, which ought to deter all from thus 
caſting others out of the Fayour of God, 
Which is this, that ſo to do is an effectual. 
1 deprive themſelves of it. For when 
on Saviour bids us, judge not that we be not 
| judged, he ſubjoins; for with what A 5 
ment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged,..and with 
what Meaſure ye mete, it Shall be meoſs. ; 
red to. You. again. Matth. 7. 1. And Sta 
James has expreſly aſſured us, 2. 13. that 
8 without Mer? 112 5 


: . TIS TO "Viltahos" of the” Hack of! 
the Duty of Criſtian Love, is Men's treat- 
ing one another with, Wrath and Bitter- 

nels, and Contempt on the account of Dif- 
ferences in Matters of leſſer conſequence. 


— 7 - 
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Tt is a ; melancholly Reflexioh, that when 
E are agreed in the Fundamentals of 


__ _ Religion, they ſhould form Parties and 
Factions, and be exaſperated againſt each 
other on the account of ſome external 
| Rites and Cuſtoms, or Points of Specu- 
lation, which neither are, nor are pretend- . 
ed to be of the Eſſence of Religion 
Whereas if Men did but Se that 
all have not the ſame Sentiments of Things, = 
that an Identity of Opinion in all is ab- 
ddlutely impoſſible, becauſe of the different 


Meaſures of their Underſtandings, and the 


different Opportunities of Information, they 
would lay aſide their unhappy Prejudices 
againſt each other, and according to the 
Aspoſtle's Exhortation to the Epheſiaus, they 
would walk worthy of the Vocation where. 
with they are called, with all lawleſs 
and meekneſs, with long-ſuſſering, 
; "y. one * another n Love; 3 4. 2. 


4 ferbear 


It is „ Goubtleſs one il to differ from- 


our Brethren in Judgment, and r 
do be at Variance with them; That 
haps is what we cannot help, but this Gs. 
muſt avoid. We are not certain, nor is it 
probable that the whole Multitude of Be- 
lievers which We read of eAtrs 4. were, 


all of one Opinion 3 but thus much Sr. 


Lake 


— 


— — 


what can be the Reſult of ſuch, 
ligion? Diviſion muſt ſucceed in the place 
f Unity, and the Foundations of Chari- 
ty be laid waſte. What an inauſpicious _ 
Influence this, kind of Conduct once had 
upon the Peace of the Church, is fully e- 


by 
46 


tte partig ular Time of keeping Eater. 
„%%% Ä 


„„ 9 To — 
Lake aſſures us concerning them, that they 


were all of ane Heart: 


But if, notwithſtanding Men's unavoide 
ably different Ways, of Thinking, fome, | 
Will be ſo fond of their own, particular. 
Opinions, as to make them the Standard 
of Orthodoxy ; if Men will deify their 


- 


5 * - 
EY 


down. and pay a kind of Wor- 


cn Interpretations and expect that others 
. falk | 3 
ſhip to them; if they wall contend as ear- 
neſtly for their own. human, Schemes, as 
1 Divine Faith once, and once fol- 
all delivered to the Saints; | if they will 


„ be Chriſtian Liberty, Which 
Partial Enquiry, after, Truth, and a Judg- | 


: 


. 
— 
— 


aer by the, eee Diſpucs beuten 
aftern and. Weſtern Churches about 


— 


8 8 . 


— 
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de of Drag Fee Fig, B. 359. 
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"M By being very E of a Circumſtance 
of that Celebration, t 
eſſential Requilite, Sit of Chari ity ; they 
__ Kept-the Feaſt indeed, but with the Le- 
ven of Malice, and abfurdly commemora—- 
ted the Redintegration of Chriſt's natural  _ 
OO, Mal. | 11 e wn ova IP? bis oy”. „„ 
„„ Ag 


loſt the more 


on The lalt Bleach of "Y Duty « of Chri- 5 
ftian Love 'that T ſhall mention, is Per- 

SE ſecuting Men upon the account of Reli- 
RE Practice as. oppoſite to the —_ 
genuine Spirit of the Dat as e to 5 

. Darkneſs; | 5 | 5 


N The End of our - Sevibut's eng in n cle 
„ Bleſh Was to reconcile God to Men, and 
Men to one another. His ig om is nut 
e ths Mold: As ir was not Founded: in 
Worldly Power, ſo neither is it to be main 
tain'd by it. He was the meek and gen- 
tile Lamb df God; a Stranger to Violence, = 
ang an Enemy to furious Zeal ; accord- | 
ing to tlie expreſs Prediction of r 
_ vangelical Prophet concerning him; He 
fall mot cry, nor lift up, nor catiſe his 
Voice to be heard in the Hts. A bith- 
e Reed ſhall he not break, and the ſino. 
* Hur or be not Laue, Ih. 42. 23 


W hea | 
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Lk! IT 17 WE. "Jan" 1 2 
"When he A 7" hip his Diſciples to 
= 20. forth into all the World, he did not 
Ampower them to proclaim a War, but 
J publiln the glad Tidings of Peace. 5 
fall to Peter, Seed my Sheep; and ſure- | 
ly that cannot be e as a Com 
miſſion to devour the Flock: He fent 
huis Apoſtles to convert the World by a 
Form of ſound: Words, and not by the Edge 
of the Sword: He ſent them to preach _ 
the Doctrine of the Croſs, and r 
c.ꝗcßute the Puniſhments of it. Whoſoever 
| therefore endeavours to plant or to prop :- 
gate Religion by Violence, are falſe Pre- 
tenders to the Chriſtian Name, and, as 
our Saviour told his -unwarrantably zea- 
lous Diſciples, who would have had him 
call for Fire:from Heaven to conſume the 
inhoſpitable Samaritans, know. not — 
manner of Spirit they are of; for the 
Son of Man came not to deſtroy Men's Lives, = 
1 ro ſave. them, Luke 9. 35, 56. 


e "The Chriſtian Regen, like! its W 3 
1 is peaceable, as well as pure; it is indeed „ 
ingaged in a a continual War with Vices 

and Sins, but not with Men, and the Wea= 
Pons of its Warfare are not carnal, but ſpi- 

ritual. If there are any Marks of Blood 

IN it, Toy "1 are only of chat of the bi ; 


” — — — - 
— — — nr 


1 


ble N of Martyrs, who fell a Sacri- 
ice to the cruel Rage and bigotted Zeal 
of Heathen and antichriſtian Perſecutors, 
and a Conformity to their great Maſter's 
Examples were made boca 8 5 £ 
5 Fit. It 


low PR the Church of Rome 1% de- 

8 8 50 from the true Spirit of Chriſtia- 
nity, which breaths nothing but Peace 

and Love and Charity, is plainly eviden- 
ced by her mighty Acquiſitions of tempo - 
ral Grandeur through Violence and Cru- Y 

alty, through. Maſcres and. r 
through Racks and Tortures, by perſecu-. | 
ting even to. Death thoſe that would not 
{ſubmit to her imperious Deciſions and o- £ 
bey her rather than God. Ler not our 
Sault come into her Secrets, and unto Te. 

: eAſſemblies let not our Honour be united; 
— © 4 Tyranny has cruelly ee 
what her Superſtition has gradually 
introduced; She has been drunk with 
the Blood * Thouſands of Saints; 3, with 
the Blood of the Martyrs of Jeſus. . 
Far be from us that 1 99 vindictive, 
exterminating Zeal, which we ſo juſtly | 
condemn in her: Far be it from us not 
to expreſs, not to practice towards her 
that Charity, which She ſo undeniably 

| appear to be — . . 


( 


CE is, 4 need a Matter of aſt Concern; 42 


ws there are ſome even of our own Commu- 
nion ſo. wretchedly, deluded as to become 
Patrons of that wicked and abſurd Me- 
thod of gaining N to the Church 
by Perſecution; wicked, beciuſe as 1 
before obſerved, it is oppoſite ta the Ge- 
nius of the Goſpel; and abſurd becauſe 
it cannot pollibly promote the true Ends 
of Religion, Force may make a con- 
forming Hypocrite, but it cannot make 
a ſincere Convert; becauſe it is on in. 
its Power to ſway - the Mind, to in- = | 
dline the V 
ment. But let not thefe Advocates „ 5 
535 temporal Sanctions charge the e e WD 
Fxngęland with allowing and direQing fuch ; 
Methods; let them have the Glory of 
them to themſelves, if there be any 
Glory in lording it over God's Heritage, 
and exerciſing Dominion over the Conſci- 
ences of Men. Te the trply Chriſtian, _ 
becauſe truly charitable Principles of, this. 
maoſt excellent Church it is our. Duty 
ſtedlaſtly to adhere: We ought. always 
to be zealouſſy affect d towards her 
but then our Zeal * 
; Knowledge; it muſt be* regulgted by. 
Prudence and bounded by Modctalton * * 
it mut expreſs it ſelf” in the nervous 


Will or to determine hs Toke. 


be aecordin 


* orce 
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; Force of Argument, and the gentle Me- 
thods of Perſuaſion, not in the Thundrings . 
of ee or e ane of Per lecu- . 


We . "bleſſed be God, a King {et 


cover this Church and Nation, e een 


| tily deteſts every Kind and Degree of Per- 


ſecution; whom * as a learned Member 
ok this Church once excellently obſerved 
in this Place, as no love of Power can 


tempt to break in upon the Civil Rights 


ot ni Subjects, ſo neither can a falſe Zeal 
induce him to violate the Natural Right : 


tender Conſciences have to ſerve God in 
their own Way. Tis our Happineſs, as 


the ſame learned Author has expreſſed i. 8 5 


to be under the Protection of a Prince, a 


Who will not be wicked for God, nor 5 


cruel in Charity to the Souls of Men; „ 
Knows how to diſtinguiſh between. Super- 5 
ſtition and Religion, and can make Zeal 
cConſiſt with Moderation, ſo as to encou- 
rage and protect the Church, without do- 
: 2 violence to the Conſciences of thoſe 


e ora rad it is to diſſent from 
. 


. . ; 5 5 25 8 1 | = l 7s 3 
* — —— 
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D 2 Thus 5 


* T5. Wesel Dr. Hare, Din 1 of . occeſter, : 8 


in a Sermon on the F. wy 2 Augult, | 


+I 


e 1 50 N 
; Thus Soo 1 beer to MY befote 
Vou' ſome of the many -engaging Motives 
to the exerciſe of Chriſtian Love, and have 
N ſome Inſtances of the Breäches of 


— — 


And now how happy would it be for 

Us if we could but at laſt be prevail'd up- 
on to think on and to Practice this plain, 5 
if we 


this neceſſary, this agreeable Duty; 
could but be perſuaded to love as Bre- 
ferventh ; with 


with a pure Heart, 
an undiſſembled Sincerity | and a warm Afﬀ- 
1 


1 thren, 
fection! How joyful and Pleaſant a thing 
would it be, if we underſtood our own In- 


tzreſt ſo fir as to dwell together in Unity 


In order to the effectual obtaining of this 
bleſſed End; let us ſeriouſſy lay to Heart 


our unhappy Diviſions; let the unreaſon- 
able Jealouſies and Solpicions and Animo- 
fities, which have been ſo flagrant amongſt 
us, which have diffuſed themſelves through ._ 
all Orders and Degrees of Men, which 
have been too long the Sport and Triumph . 
of our Enemies, and if not put a Stop to 


will at length be the Ruin of our ſelves, be 


removed far from us; let our mutual judg- 
ings and deſpiſings of each other ceaſe and 
let the ſtrong bear with the 
let the moſt an- 


be no more; 
« Infirmities of the Weak; 
did Interpretations, the moſt favourable Con- 
— be put upon the Words, and Ali. 
ons 


2 
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-ons of- our Neighbours 3 let us take heed; 
that whilſt we would ſeem to be Reli- 


gious, we appear not Uncharitable. If our 


Diſputes in Religion cannot be ſuperſeded, 


if there muſt ſtil} be Controverſies amongſt 5 


us, let them be peaceably and amicably 
1 let not the Reaſonings of Men 


reſemble the Violence of Winds; let not 
_ — be contended for with diſdainful 
ferted with Sohemels- nd en 5 let | 


not the difference of our Judgments alie- 


= 


Not more e Alito. in its 


Propoſal than ſeaſonable for our Medita- 
tion, and Uſeful for our Practice, is St. Paus 
„ Advice to the Coloſſians, : 1-2. Pi on 1 
© therefore as the Elect of God, holy and be- 
loved, Bowels of Mercies, Kindueſr, Hum- 


| bleneſs' of Mind, Meekn:{(s, Long ſuffering, 


Vorbearing one. another, and, for giving e ps 


 nother, 


nate our Affections from. each other, and 
though our Opinions vary, let. not our 
Hearts be divided, let the uncharitably 1 5 
Cenſorious be reconciled to their injured = 
Brethren, and let the uncharitably Cenſu- 
red, forgive. In ſhort, let Love have its 
perfect Work, and then we may hope to 
ſee our Breaches repaired, our Wounds heal. 
de, -and-our- Church as a Ty at er, . 
in it . TEE SL 


2 30 5 
not her, i 6 any Man have a Quarre] againſt 
” i \ even as Chritt | orgave you ſo fo alfo _=_ .- 

42d above all t eſe things Pat on Cha- 
5 which is the Bond of Perfertneſs, Pur 
on that Charity which is the abridgment 
of Chriſtian Perfection, and the End of the 


Commandment; that Charity, without which 


all our. other Virtues have but a falſe Lu- 


ſtre, all our other doings are nothing worth; 


that Charity which never fails ; but whe- 


ther there be Propheſies, they ſhall fail, whe- 
ther there be Tongues, they ſhall ceaſe, whe- 
| tber. there be Nuoteledge, it ſhall vaniſh a. 
way. In a Word, that Charity, which is 
vaſtly preferable to the exalted © Graces of 
Faith and Hope; for in the Kingdom of 


"Heaven Faith ſhall be ſwallowed up in Vi- 


ſion, and Hope ſhall be conſummated in 
Enjoy ment, but Charity ſhall 1 in 
khoſe Baer Manſions & for evermore. 
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